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Hello from your Detachment Commander, 

I hope this edition of The Source finds you and your family well and in good health 

as we start another great year.  I am honored to serve as your Detachment Com-

mander for 2021-2022. 

I want to start by congratulating all the Detachment officers as well as the Squadron 

officers new or returning. There is no rank among us for we are all serve as equals 

for our communities, and our Veterans.  

Thank you to our Department officers and all of the Department staff at headquar-

ters for a successful Convention. Thank you to all that were in attendance and as 

you left convention I hope all of you took something good back to your Squadrons. 

Now let’s get down to business. This year will be about the grid iron, a field of battle. 

I want to see who can march down the field to a 100% touchdown in membership. 

Yes, this year is all about the game of football. Scoring for our Veterans by tack-

ling their needs.  

District Commanders and Vice Commanders you will coach your respective Squad-

rons and help lead them to victory. Detachment Vice Commanders you will com-

mand your divisions by overseeing the needs of your district and not having a ZE-

RO score at our first look of the score board on September 2nd. Once your installa-

tions have been completed, all officers should hold their 2022 membership cards. 

This is a showing of strong leadership, influence, and guidance to your Squadrons. 

Last year we reached another milestone. The Detachment made its 26th all-time 

high and now stand at over 20,000 Members strong. We collected over $176,000 

Dollars for various charities. As a team we can make this season stand out above 

all others, we just have to work together as one team. 
(Continued on page 2) 
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2021-2022 Membership Target Dates: 

September 2, 2021 10% 

October 7, 2021 25% 

November 11, 2021 35% 

December 2, 2021 45% 

January 12, 2022 60% 

February 3, 2022 75% 

March 3, 2022* 80% 

April 14, 2022 90% 

May 5, 2022 100% 

June 1, 2022** 21,000 Commander’s Goal 

* Legion Birthday
** Delegate Cut-Off



From the Detachment Commander (continued) 

(Continued from page 1) 

How can we do this? COMUUNICATION is how. I cannot stress this word enough. Emails, phone calls, and 

even checking in on your team mates. You need to communicate with your Squadron and its membership. 

Get an email group list together for your Squadron. Let them know what is happening with in the Squadrons, 

ask for their help and get them involved. Too many come and go because they just don’t know or lose inter-

est.  Information is knowledge and we want them to stay and help make our organization better than ever. If 

we all work together we can march down the field to victory. With communication you and your team could 

be holding the winning trophy at Convention. 

Commanders and Adjutants, the computer age is here to stay and it is the best way to stay informed. With 

that said membership will now be managed online only. The day of stamps and mailing membership trans-

mittals are gone. If your Squadron doesn’t have access to a computer do a fund raiser to purchase one. Ask 

your Legion family or another Squadron if you may use theirs until you’re able to get one. In any case you 

will have to come on board today. Yes we know the new system has ruts in the turf and National is working 

to fill them. Be patient and we will all get through this as a team. 

I’ve selected two charities for this year: Fisher House and Wreaths Across America. Fisher House and 

Wreaths Across America focus on and represent FAMILY. They supply comfort to families keeping them 

close in times of need and give support to those missing a loved one in remembrance. Please support these 

organizations as we do all of our charities with a kind heart and loving support.  The Sons of the American 

Legion raises the money, has fun doing it, and proudly gives it to those in need. Then we start it all over 

again. 

I know it is early but everyone be thinking of some great ideas for next year’s Convention. It will mark the 

50th Convention of the Sons of the American Legion. We want to make it big and show we are living up to 

the legacy of those before us. More details will be coming in the future so stay tune. 

I want to thank Squadron 238 Safety Harbor for one of the best 4th of July’s my wife and I have had in a 

long time. From riding in the parade, asking me to speak at your town ceremony and representing the De-

tachment, to the friendship and hospitality at your Post, and for picking up the tab for our hotel, your Post is 

tops in my book and we will return soon for more fun. 

In closing if you have any functions or events happening in your Post or your area that you would like to 

have a Detachment officer attend, please contact us so we can schedule it today. I am ready to travel and 

see how this season plays out. So suit up, get on the field and score for our Veterans by tackling their 

needs. 

Remember our Fallen, Honor those who serve, teach our youth the value of freedom 

God bless our Veterans 

Brian Carter, Detachment Commander  
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Our 49th Annual Detachment Convention is now behind us. It was our first face to face meeting since the 

Fall Conference in 2019. I can tell you it was great to see everyone in person, instead of on a zoom call or 

a conference call. The Convention was well attended with 78 Squadrons registered. We had several 

"FIRST" at the Convention, including two Training Sessions on Thursday afternoon. The Member Training 

and Development Committee worked hard to put together the Commanders Class and the Adjutant's 

Course. Look for more classes in the future. The Convention concluded with the election of Brian Carter of 

Squadron #120 as your Detachment Commander for 2021-2022. Congratulations Commander Carter!  

Even with the pandemic, we continue to be successful in our programs. It was evident in Membership with 

another All Time High of 20,133+ members. We had 100 Detachment Consolidated Reports, 44 Children & 

Youth Reports, 38 VA&R Reports, 47 Americanism Reports and 96 Squadron Officer Reports submitted 

this year. There is a new Report that needs to be submitted to National Headquarters. It is the Squadron 

Data Report or SDR. I am not certain how many of these have been submitted yet to National. Why this 

report??? Once the MYLegion (formally MySAL)  site is up and running again, the individual Squadron 

member will be able to go on-line and pay his dues. If the information from the SDR is not on file at Nation-

al Headquarters, that member will be able to pay only the per-capita which is $11.00. The Squadron will 

not receive any payment. That is why it is imperative that your Squadron Adjutant send in this report to Na-

tional. You can complete this on-line and transmit it to Headquarters.  

I want to personally  "THANK" the Squadrons that took time to submit their reports last year. From the re-

ports submitted, a total of $1,505,693.00 was donated to various programs and over 255,371 man-hours 

were recorded. Considering the challenges that faced all of us with the pandemic, these figures are fantas-

tic. A hearty JOB WELL DONE to everyone for what you did this year. 

The Assistant Adjutants are working on the Detachment Roster as I type this news letter. They will be con-

tacting the Area and District Commanders for them to attempt to garner the missing Squadron Officer Re-

ports. We are shooting for a deadline of August 31st to have all the missing Officer Reports in hand. With-

out this information on file at Department Headquarters, your Squadron will not receive any information 

from the Detachment. Please remember to have a valid email address as we are all moving into the elec-

tronic age and getting away from snail mail. 

By now all Squadrons should have received their membership cards for 2022. The cards were handed out 

at Convention. Any not picked up at Convention were mailed out to the Post or Squadron. If you still have 

not yet received them, please contact JoAnn Collins at Department Headquarters and she will assist you in 

getting the cards. On a side note, some of you may see a change in your Membership ID number from Na-

tional. The reason for this was that when the MySAL was rolled into the MyLegion, it was discovered that 

some of the Sons had the same number as a Legion member. Hence the change. 

(Continued on page 4) 



Adjutant’s Corner (continued) 
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In closing, I wish to thank Detachment Commander Tom Klinger for bestowing me with the Albert J. Farforth 

Memorial ,SAL Member of The Year Award. It was truly a surprise and I am proud to join the ranks of those 

that have preceded me in getting this Award.  

In Honor of Those Who Served and Those Still Serving! 

Ed Sheubrooks 

Detachment Adjutant 

Ed Sheubrooks 

Detachment Adjutant 

Detachment of Florida 

(Continued from page 3) 

Donations Update from the 49th Annual Convention of the Sons of the American Legion. 

Detachment Finance Committee Chairman Ed Sheubrooks has issued an update to the donations pre-
sented on the floor at our recent Convention. 

Recipient Donations Presented 

Child Welfare Foundation $5,750.00 

Florida Children & Youth Fund $9,941.00 

Children’s Miracle Network $1,900.00 

Fisher House $19,150.00 

Children’s Organ Transplant Association $37,075.00 

Project Vet Relief $31,663.00 

National Emergency Fund $11,675.00 

Florida Special Olympics $52,533.00 

National Veterans & Children Foundation $5,000.00 

Miscellaneous Donations $1,525.00 

Total presented on the Convention floor $176,212.00 

In addition to the above figures, the Detachment of Florida made a donation to the Child Welfare Foundation 
before the May 31st deadline of $50,000.00 

Another great job by the hard working, dedicated members of the Sons of The American Legion 



V OLU ME  29,  ISS UE  0 1  Page 5 

From the Outgoing National Executive Committeeman, John Jennings 

Greetings Detachment of Florida, 

I wanted to take this time to say thank you to everyone for your help and support as I represented you, the 
best Detachment in the country as your National Executive Committeeman for 12 years. It has been my 
pleasure and honor to represent the finest group of men in the county. The decision did not come easy not 
to run again, but as I have always said, when it becomes a job and not fun any more it is time to move out 
of the way. So, I have. 

I do want to congratulate Bill Kelly (NEC) and Tom Klinger (NECA) on their elections to these high offices. I 
will assure you that the Detachment of Florida is in good hands moving forward. They will be installed at 
our National Convention in August in Phoenix, AR. Again, congratulations and best wishes. 

I could go on and on with “Thank You’s” but I will spare you the pain, but I do what to take this time to say 
Thank You to Bill Kelly as we moved through the past 12 years together. He was always there with support 
and conversation. Thanks, Bill, for everything you did and what you will do. 

As the Detachment grows and our needs change, we must change with the needs to grow. I believe those 
that attend our Convention saw changes take place. I saw changes in several places and I am sure other 
changes will follow. We must keep up with the changes. 

This is not an exhaustive list, but here are some things we must change to continue to grow: 

 Communication line to our members.

 Communication to and from our Detachment Officers.

 Communication to and from our Commission and Committees.

 Communication improvement tools – phone numbers, email addresses.

 Goggle group growth.

 Training our Officers and members.

 Squadron reporting.

Again, thank each of you for a great 12 years and I will always be around in support of the greatest Detach-
ment in the Country. 

God Bless you all! 

John Jennings 

From the Outgoing Detachment Commander, Tom Klinger 

I wanted to write a quick note to say thank you for allowing me to serve as Detachment Commander for the 
past 3 years.  I have had some great times and have met some fantastic people.  I know the last year and a 
half was rough, but you all pulled through it with flying colors.  To those who attended Convention, thank you 
for the great time and all the great gifts you gave me.  I will cherish them always.  The beach party was a 
nice change to the standard meeting so let’s put some fun in all the meetings to come.   

Remember, ‘have fun—make money—and give it away’. 

Thanks again for everything and thank you for electing me to the position of National Executive Committee-
man Alternate.  I hope to see you all in Phoenix for National Convention or down the road somewhere. 

Be good and take care 

Tom Klinger, PDC 
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Greetings Detachment Membership Team, 

WOW, what a great Convention we had. We completed the Convention reporting 20,003 members and our 
26th consecutive all-time high. We had a parade of Districts with pool items and lots of awards given. To 
those that attended “Thank You” and to the ones that were unable to attend, you missed a great time. While 
we must start to say goodbye to 2020-2021 and hello to 2021-2022 it is bittersweet. You guy’s faced so 
many obstacles during the 2020-2021 membership year and still were able to set another record in member-
ship for the Detachment of Florida. The work you guy’s did was amazing to say the least.  

By saying goodbye to our 2020-2021 membership year we must continue to “Reinstate and Renew” our cur-
rent members. Keep up your great work! 

While we transition into our 2021-2022 year, we still have on going issues with the MyLegion membership 
portal and are being told that the portal will be up and operational soon. Please continue to work with your 
Post Officers and get your access. Each of you that have not completed the REQUIRED Squadron Data Re-
port form (SDR) must complete the form and send to the National mailing address or the National email ad-
dress that is on the form so your information can be put into the database. When sending to National, 
please send our Detachment Adjutant (Ed Sheubrooks) a copy for the record for the Detachment. This gives 
the Detachment a check and balance when someone says I did not receive it. We have something to show 
it was sent and when. 

Commander Carter and I want this year (2021-2022) to be another record year. I am asking now that each 
Area, District, and Squadron get on top of your membership early. Being early just gives you a better seat in 
the room. So, let’s all make the commitment that Zero Squadrons and slow reporting Squadrons will not be 
and issues this year. You ask now? Communication, Communication, and Communication and follow up 
with visitations, visitations, and visitations. We must Communicate and Visit to reach Commander Carter’s 
goal of 21,000+ members. 

Below is some great information that needs to be communicated to every Squadron along with this article. If 
we are asking for them to react, they need to know what to react to. Please pass this along. 

You will see below that our first and 10% membership target date is September 2nd, 2021. Looking at the 
dates you will also see that we have a target date each month up to our delegate cut-off date.  

Let’s make this year even more fun as we will be having our 50th Anniversary Convention when all the great 
work is disclosed. 

I have one special, early request. I would like each District to select a team name and supply me with 
the name so I can have some fun also. Thanks in advance.  

This year, the Detachment Membership Theme is: 

“Scoring for Veterans by Tackling Their Needs” 

Now is the time to get your “FIELDS” in shape and make sure that all of your playbooks are updated so that 
we may “Tackle Veteran’s Needs”.  

The Detachment Commander will serve as the “Commissioner”. The Detachment Membership Chairman 
will serve as the “Director of Player Personnel”. The Detachment Vice Commanders will serve as the 
“Division Managers”. The District Commanders will serve as the “Coaches”. District Vice Commanders will 
serve as “Assistant Coaches”. And finally, the Squadrons will be the “Teams”.  

(Continued on page 7) 



From the Membership Chairman, continued 

This year the Detachment Commander’s goal for membership is 21,000 members by the delegate cut-off 
date of June 1st, 2022. 

(Continued from page 6) 

2021-2022 Membership Target Dates: 

September 2, 2021 10% 

October 7, 2021 25% 

November 11, 2021 35% 

December 2, 2021 45% 

January 12, 2022 60% 

February 3, 2022 75% 

March 3, 2022* 80% 

April 14, 2022 90% 

May 5, 2022 100% 

June 1, 2022** 21,000 Commander’s Goal 

* Legion Birthday
** Delegate Cut-Off

The Detachment of Florida Celebrates 50 Years of Service 
A message from John Jennings, Chairman of the 50th Anniversary Convention Committee 

Detachment of Florida & Legion Family Members, 

As we move toward our next Convention in June of 2022, it has a special meaning. It is our 50th Anniver-
sary Convention. I accepted the appointment by Commander Carter to chair this Committee. I want to thank 
Commander Carter and everyone for the confidence shown in me to make this appointment.  

This Committee has not been totally filled at this time but will be completed soon. The Committee will have 
5-6 members and each member will be task to complete items and report back to the Committee. The Com-
mittee has the full support of Department and staff. I am expecting our Committee conference calls to start
sometime in August as we have work to complete before our Fall Conference in November.

I had a lot of people asking to be part of the Committee and I will say that not everyone will be selected to 
serve on the Committee, but I do appreciate your interest in serving.  

I cannot at this time let you know the particulars of the 50th Anniversary Convention other than it will be a 
grand time. 

Lots of information will start to appear, so be looking and planning on celebrating with the Detachment our 
50th Anniversary Convention and be part of another history making event. 
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Alrighty Now! The Sons of The American Legion 49th Annual Detachment of Florida Convention is in the 
books, and we ended with the election and installation of a new Detachment Commander Brian Carter and 
his slate of new Detachment Officers for 2021-2022 year. Congratulations to CDR Brian and all the newly 
installed officers. It was a bittersweet convention, my long time comrade John Jennings chose to step down 
as National Executive Committeeman and nominate me. I was elected by you as our new National Execu-
tive Committeeman, for which I’m very grateful. While I will be assuming the position of NEC, No One Can 
or Will Ever Replace John as NEC. All I will say is I will do my best to represent Florida and our member-
ship as your voice at National. We are still lucky to be able to count on John for his counsel and as our De-
tachment Membership Chairman. WOW! 

National Convention is on the horizon in Phoenix Arizona and with all the Covid 19 protocols NEC Jennings 
has chosen not to attend. This means as National Executive Committeeman Alternate I will be the voice of 
the Detachment at the Pre Convention National Executive Committee Meeting. One of John Jennings lega-
cies is that the NECs & NECA get the National Resolutions sent out in advance of the meetings, Thanks 
JJ.  

The National Convention will start Friday August 27th with our Commission & Committee Meetings and the 
Pre NEC in the morning and the Convention opening in the afternoon. Saturday the 28th we go all day and 
then Sunday morning the 29th we conclude regular business of the convention with the election of the new 
National Commander, the installation of officers, concluding with the Post NEC Meeting where NECA elect 
Tom Klinger and I will be sworn in by the National Commander as your NECA and NEC. 

Commander Carter has also appointed me as his Chairman of the Commanders Advisory Committee along 
with committeemen PNVC & PDC Ed Sheubrooks, PNC, PNVC, & PDC Jim Roberts, and immediate PDC 
Tom Klinger. In our preliminary discussions Commander Carter has related to us his intent to make Com-
munication a Priority. That means we, Detachment Officers need to work together to ensure every SAL 
Squadron in the Detachment has a Contact Email (not a personal email) here is an example: 
fl.sqdn.000@(service providers, gmail,att, comcast,etc) .com or .org.  

Commander Carter at the Ambassadors Class also challenged all Detachment Officers by stating he would 
like to see articles in The Source from all Vice Commanders and District Commanders, so I will be looking 
forward to reading all your articles in The Source  

Last but not least my door and phone are always open for consultation. Give me a call on my home phone 
1st before you try my cell and always remember to follow the chain of command, that means don’t call the 
Commander first if you haven’t called your District Commander and your Vice Commander with a problem.  

Alrighty Now! Let’s have a Great Year. 
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Hello Sons! 

I am honored to be serving as your Southwestern Area Commander for the 2021-2022 service year.  Even 
with the COVID and the related craziness, including the membership processing portal being down for 
months, the Detachment of Florida achieved its 26th consecutive all-time high for membership. The Detach-
ment ended the year with 100.34% in membership. The Mighty 13th District came in 2nd overall for mem-
bership with the Great 8th District not far behind. 

I am proud to be serving this year side-by-side with Jessica Moore, the American Legion Southwestern Ar-
ea Commander. Jessica and I have known each other for most of our lives. We have grown up in American 
Legion Post 323 (in Beautiful Downtown Lehigh Acres!) went to school together and are now pursing our 
American Legion careers together.  

Jessica and I share the same goal for the Southwestern Area. Our goal is based on what we’ve heard said 
in many an installation: “Unity, Family, Collaboration and Communication”. We know that each Post 
Family is great collaborating as a family, but family shouldn’t just be your Post Family. We are encouraging 
everyone is the Southwestern Area to not only share events with the Posts in your District, but with the 
Posts in the entire Southwestern Area.  

Please share your events with us. We will share them to the entire area and do our best to bring support 
from the 13th to the 8th and support from the 8th to the 13th for your events. You can email your events di-
rectly to me at cmrappfloridasal@gmail.com. I will share them with Commander Moore. For those on Face-
book, we also have a special group for the Southwestern Area. It can be found at 
www.facebook.com/groups/americanlegionswareaevents/. Join this group and start sharing your events to-
day! 

That’s all for now. Good luck in the New Year, I know you all will be successful! Remember to invite not only 
your Commanders, but everyone from the Southwestern Area to your events!  

For God and Country, 

Christian M Rapp 

Southwestern Area Commander 

Sons of the American Legion 

Detachment of Florida 

 

mailto:cmrappfloridasal@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/groups/americanlegionswareaevents/
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Hello Sons! Congratulations to all newly elected officers for both the Detachment and Squadrons. We are 
set to have another banner year!  

My goal as your Public Relations Chairman and Detachment Assistant Adjutant is to help you get your mes-
sage out. As we discussed at Convention, the COVID Pandemic made us realize that as a Detachment we 
need to improve our communications throughout the Detachment so nobody is left out. We are in the pro-
cess of taking steps to make improvements not only for communication, but to make your administrative 
jobs easier. I’ll highlight a few of those items here. 

1) We are in the process of setting up new floridasons.org email addresses for each Detachment Officer, 
District Commander and Squadron Commander. These email addresses will be aliases which will for-
ward to each person’s current address. In order to accomplish this task, we will need a valid email ad-
dress for everyone. While we have this information for the Detachment Officers, our list of Squadron 
email addresses is incomplete. While the Squadron Officers Report should have been filled out immedi-
ately after elections, we are still missing many. Please go to our website and download/complete the 
form and send it Adjutant Sheubrooks. You can find the form at: https://floridasons.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/04/officers-report-0421.pdf 

2) We’ve made all of the report forms available online, as well as the Administrative Manual. Additionally, 
we’ve adjusted all of these to be fillable using your computer. You can now fill them out on your comput-
er, save them to your computer and then submit them electronically instead of mailing them. All of these 
items can be found by going to floridasons.org and going to the ADMINISTRATION tab. The 2021 
Squadron Handbook can also be found here. 

3) I could go on and on, but I’ll stop here for this month. Use your Detachment Staff and the provided tools. 
Submit your events through our website. Submit an article to “The Source”. “The Source” is not just for 
the Detachment Officers to relay information, it is for OUR MEMBERS. As you can see from this edition, 
more than just the Officers had submitted articles. Share your events. Share accomplishments of your 
members/squadrons. Help bring attention to your Squadron/District/Area accomplishments. Let every-
one know about the amazing things happening in YOUR Detachment! You can submit all of these 
things by using the menu items on our website under NEWS & EVENTS. 

Thanks for all you do! I am looking forward to assisting you all with everything you do this year! 

For God and Country, 

Christian M Rapp 

Assistant Adjutant 

Public Relations Chairman 

Sons of the American Legion 

Detachment of Florida 

 

https://floridasons.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/officers-report-0421.pdf
https://floridasons.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/04/officers-report-0421.pdf
https://floridasons.org/
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Greetings Detachment of Florida, 

Let me introduce myself, I am Rocky Cirigliano, newly appointed Chairman of Internal Affairs. Internal Af-
fairs has jurisdiction over and coordinates the activities of all administrative or support committees. I have 
big shoes to fill, John Jennings has stepped down from Chairman of this office, he remains on the commit-
tee along with Dennis Kirsch, Squadron 80, and Mark Getty, Squadron 148. Thank you for serving.  I will do 
the best job I can for the Detachment, and our veterans. Thank you, John, for all you do and continue to do 
for the Detachment.  

A big thank you to Ed Sheubrooks for continuing his work as Detachment Adjutant and Finance Officer.  

The newly appointed Committee Chairman of our 50th Detachment Convention in June of 2022, John Jen-
nings, has already started his preparations for this event. In the months to follow you will be kept up to date 
on the progress. 

How did you like the Commander and Adjutant training classes that were held at Convention? I want to 
thank the Membership Training & Development (MT&D) Committee for a job well done. As of this writing the 
MT&D Committee is working on new classes, more to come. I would also like to welcome George Aichele, 
Past Detachment Commander and current Assistant Detachment Adjutant, newly appointed Chairman of 
MT&D. 

Our Membership Committee will be working hard to meet all our membership targets moving through the 
year. I am sure the Membership Chairman and his Committee members will have more to say as the year 
progresses. I look forward as Chairman of Internal Affairs working with Chairman Jennings and his Commit-
tee. The membership theme this year is “Scoring For Veterans By Tackling Their Needs”, as you can see, 
we have football in the picture. Commander Carters membership goal this year is 21,000 members. We are 
all members of the Membership Committee, we need to work membership, as I am sure you will. Always 
take the time to promote membership at every opportunity and let everyone know what the Sons of The 
American Legion do for their communities, children, and most importantly what we do for our veterans.  

We will continue the work started by previous Chairman John Jennings, which is: 

Improve communications with our Squadrons and their membership.  
Squadrons need to develop a communication line to their members with both phone numbers  
and email contacts.  

 Explain to your membership the need for this information.  

 Explain to your membership the importance and value of using our website (floridasons.org).  

 Improve communication to our Squadrons.  

 The Detachment should have a valid email address for each of the Squadron Officers.  

 Improve communication within the Detachment of Florida.  

 Improve communication with Commission/Committee Chairman.  

 Commission/Committee Chairman need to involve the members.  

 Regular communication should be held within the Commission/Committees as to what is      going on 
and get them involved.  

 Promote involvement to all members.  

(Continued on page 12) 



 Improve and expand MT&D training.  

 Improve the education of our Officers, our chairman, and most importantly our members. 

 Improve Squadron reporting 

To use MyLEGION membership portal, it is imperative that your Squadron Office’s report form is completed 
properly. It is also imperative that your Annual Squadron Data Report (SDR) is completed.   If this form is not 
on file with the National organization, you cannot get access to MyLEGION. The Squadron Adjutant will be 
verified with Department before access is given by National.  

As my predecessor did, I will continue to publish the preamble with every Internal Affairs article.  I also be-
lieve, as we all should, these words are meaningful for you as a member and us as a Veteran Organization. 
If you have not yet done so, please correct the language in your preamble to reflect the changes made by 
National to reflect, all wars from great wars. 

 

PREAMBLE TO THE CONSTITUTION OF THE SONS OF THE AMERICAN LEGION  
PROUD POSSESSORS OF A PRICELESS HERITAGE, WE MALE DESCENDANTS 
OF VETERANS OF ALL WARS, ASSOCIATE OURSELVES TOGETHER AS “SONS 
OF THE AMERICAN LEGION” FOR THE FOLLOWING PURPOSES:  
 
 To uphold and defend the Constitution of the United States of America;  
 to maintain law and order; to foster and perpetuate a true spirit of Americanism;  
 to preserve the memories of our former members and the associations of our 

members and our forefathers in All Wars;  
 to inculcate a sense of individual obligation to the community, state and nation;  
 to combat the autocracy of both the classes and masses;  
 to make right the master of might;  
 to promote peace and good will on earth;  
 to safeguard and transmit to posterity the principles of justice, freedom and de-

mocracy;  
 to consecrate and sanctify our friendship by our devotion to mutual helpfulness;  
 to adopt in letter and spirit all of the great principles for which The American Le-

gion stands;  
 and to assist in carrying on for God and Country.  

 
 

(Continued from page 11) 

From the Internal Affairs Chairman, continued 
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Thank You for All You Do  
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Hello Detachment Membership, 

As newly appointed Squadron Activities Chairman I want to welcome you all to an exciting new year for us.  

I want to congratulate you all, Detachment, Areas, Districts Squadrons and above all Members on our suc-
cesses over the past years for everything we have accomplished. This is a new year and we know our big-
ger goals for this year will be seen through to completion.  

For my year for this Chairmanship I want us all on the same page. You all do a great job from Detachment 
all the way to Squadron level.  

For our end of the year reports as it was in question this past year, we will have a new standardized judging 
rule. If your form has any blanks you will be disqualified from judging. Check boxes are excluded as these 
are if applicable. You MUST fill out dollar amounts and hours. NO EXCEPTIONS. N/A, ZERO, 0, OR A 
DASH(-) is acceptable. Just don't leave it blank.  

You all do so much for your Squadron and Post. Please don't leave your volunteer times out and donations. 
This is so important for our numbers and more importantly the Posts numbers as well as everything we do 
goes as money and hours for our Posts.  

Area Commanders and District Commanders need to stay on top of this. This is so critical for Detachment 
to provide real information to National. 

Please use The Source and all social media and networking to get everything your Squadrons and Districts 
are doing and keep me and the Detachment Calendar in the loop. We want to know what you are doing so 
we can be there to support you. 

 

Thank you all and God Bless.  

 

For God and Country, 

 

Paul J. Stawicki 

Detachment of Florida 

Chairman of Squadron Activities 

615-525-6384 
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Gentlemen, 

First, I would like to congratulate the newly elected officers of the Detachment of Florida! Also, a big thank 
you to the officers that have served our great Detachment during the past year and everything that has 
been thrown at us. You have all done an exemplary job!  

Many of you who were in attendance at this past Convention were able to take part in the first of many 
training classes that will be hosted by the MT&D Committee. The Commander and Adjutant training clas-
ses that were held on Thursday afternoon were a huge success. Thank you to everyone who was involved 
in the creation of these trainings and especially to the instructors. NEC John Jennings and ANEC Bill Kelly 
were the instructors for the Commanders class and PR Chairman and newly elected SW Area Vice Com-
mander Christian Rapp and myself lead the Adjutants training.  

Moving forward, the MT&D Committee are planning to have more in person trainings as well as virtual 
trainings to add to the website. We will be asking for input from ALL members of the Detachment of Florida 
as to the trainings that you want to see. In the future, there will be a survey page on the website asking for 
input for the MT&D committee. I urge everyone to take a moment and share with the committee the train-
ings that we should focus on.  

Until next month, stay safe and thank you for all that you do! 

“POW-MIA Ceremony” - This ceremony calls attention to Americans still unaccounted for from World War I 
& II, the Korean War, the Vietnam War and other conflicts. 

There are more than 82,000 American Service Members still unaccounted for.  Their families are still wait-
ing for closure.  It is up to each of us to assist them in that search. 

To be read at meetings: Resolution 288, adopted at the 67th National Convention, encourages all American 
Legion organizations to implement the Empty Chair Ceremony at all meetings. as a continual physical sym-
bol of the POW/MIAS and the cause for which we stand, namely their return or full accounting.  While the 
reading below is the recommended reading, you may use a different reading providing it is of the same 
meaning. 

SQUADRON COMMANDER: "Resolution 288, adopted at the 67th National Convention of The American 
Legion, and Resolution NC 2-94. adopted at the 23rd National Convention of the Sons of The American Le-
gion, calls for designating a POW/MIA Empty Chair at all official meetings of the Sons of The American Le-
gion, as a physical symbol of the thousands of American POW-MIAS still unaccounted for from all wars and 
conflicts involving the United States of America. This is a reminder for all of us to spare no effort to secure 
the release of any American prisoners from captivity, the repatriation of the remains of those who died 
bravely in defense of liberty, and a full accounting of those missing.  Let us rededicate ourselves to this vital 
endeavor!"  

CLOSE:  All say…”YOU ARE NOT FORGOTTEN” 
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Hello Sons: 

I would like to introduce myself as your new District 13 Commander. I am looking forward to a great year . 
Currently, we are in the middle of Installations. It has been wonderful attending these and meeting all the 
new officers. Once done, I plan on visiting your Squadrons during your meetings and/or events.  

I would like to give a huge shout out to Past District 13 Commander Christian Rapp and congratulate him 
on his new positions as Southwestern Area Commander and Detachment Assistant Adjutant. He does so 
much for our Sons of the American Legion. He is a great mentor to all of us. 

The Squadron Administration Manual is a great resource and all Squadrons should have one available. 
Membership is our lifeline. I would like to have your contact information complete with phone numbers, 
email addresses and updated mailing addresses. I will then forward it to Commander Rapp so that you may 
be included in this newsletter and any other information about our events and programs. I look forward to 
attending your events so we can improve our camaraderie throughout the Detachment. 

Please remember that you can find all of your forms at https://floridasons.org/detachment-report-forms/.  

Do not hesitate to call or email me with any questions, concerns or news at michaelnigbor@yahoo.com.  

I’m looking forward to seeing you all very soon! 

Michael J. Nigbor  
13th District Commander 

The Mighty 9th District is off and running!! We have had 2 installations to date. Squadron 321 in Cooper City 
and Squadron 222 in Oakland Park. Both were well attended. It was great to see the excitement being back 
for these ceremonies. Both the Detachment Commanders theme and message are resonation very well 
with the audience. One tip to share is I made copies of the logo for our theme and had them out on the 
chairs at both installations.  

I would like to thank the District 9 team for being well prepared and organized which has resulted in the 
Sons portion of the ceremonies going very smoothly. Our challenge this year as always is delivering the 
message on the importance of getting ahead on your membership. We are urging all District 9 squadrons to 
process their membership weekly. We have also delivered the message of the importance of doing the pro-
cessing electronically on Mylegion.org.  

I have been working on the Sons page of the District 9 website (aldist9fl.com) and have sent in what I would 
like uploaded. That should be uploaded in the next couple of days. Wishing all Districts and Squadrons 
great success!! Rob 

 

Rob McCarten 

Commander, District 9 

Njirish11@gmail.com  

https://floridasons.org/detachment-report-forms/
mailto:michaelnigbor@yahoo.com
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All Squadrons are urged to submit highlights of their events to The Source.  Let’s let the world know how the 
Detachment of Florida ‘rocks the house’ when it comes to making the words in our preamble come to life. 

The Source will continue to be a great place to let the rest of the Detachment know about your upcoming 
events and your fundraising successes.  Thanks to the Detachment of Florida’s Public Relations Chairman 
Christian Rapp, it is now easier than ever to make a submission for publication in The Source. 

Simply visit https://floridasons.org/the-source-source-article-submission-form/  to submit your article.  
Submissions are due by the 23rd of each month, as we make every effort to publish on or near the 5th. 

Now more than ever it is important that we use all means available to us to remain connected and in 
communication.  The Source is your newsletter and is intended to serve all we do as Sons of the American 
Legion.  If you know anyone, in or out of the American Legion family, who could be inspired by what we do, 
ask them to subscribe.   

Subscription is easy and free.  Simply join the Detachment of Florida Mailing List. 

The Source can only continue to be a viable and vital tool with your help and involvement. 

In an effort to provide the easiest access to important forms and information, we’ve compiled this quick 
reference list of links for you: 

 Detachment of Florida Website  

 Squadron Administration Manual 

 All Squadron Report Forms 

 Squadron Membership Report 

 District Membership Report 

 Detachment Officer Endorsements 

 Detachment Email List Subscription 

 Article Submission Form for The Source 

 Event Submission Form — Promote Your Event(s)  to the entire Detachment 

Thank you for what you do and for helping to keep The Source focused on what we do and who we 
are! 

Respectfully, 

Ray Leventhal • Editor, The Source 

https://floridasons.org/the-source-source-article-submission-form/
https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/florida-sons/join
https://www.floridasons.org
https://floridasons.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/SAL-Admin-Manual-2020-2021-DRAFT.pdf
https://floridasons.org/detachment-report-forms/
https://www.floridasons.org/membership/squadron-membership-report.pdf
https://www.floridasons.org/membership/district-membership-report.pdf
https://floridasons.org/detachment-officer-endorsements/
https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/florida-sons/join
https://floridasons.org/the-source-source-article-submission-form/
https://floridasons.org/event-submission-form/
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Special Events 
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Having an Event?  Let the Detachment of Florida Help! 
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Sons  of  The Amer ican Legion  

D etachment  of F lor ida  

Detachment E-mail: floridasons@legionmail.org 

Internet: www.floridasons.org 

The Florida Sons of The American Legion with over 185 
Squadrons and nearly 20,000 members this year donated 

hundreds of thousands of dollars and hours to the many pro-
grams of The American Legion Family. 

For More Information about the  
Florida Sons of The American Legion,  

visit us on the Internet at: 

www.floridasons.org  
Or e-mail us at floridasons@legionmail.org 

Scan the QR Code below to 
visit our website 

Source Articles 

We are looking for your input and help to keep this 

newsletter going. We are looking for articles from 

the Squadrons, Districts, or Areas. Let us know 

what is happening in your Squadron, District & 

Area and we will inform the rest of the Detach-

ment. It could increase attendance at your func-

tions and or meetings!!!! This is your newsletter. 

Please send all articles to the Editor by the 

23rd of every month.  

The official way to submit articles for publica-

tion in The Source is to simply click here.  

Attention all Sons of the American Legion 
 

If your Squadron, Post Family, District or Area are having an event, we can help get the 
word out.   
 
If you are interested in getting your event published and promoted using: 

 The Detachment of Florida’s Website (floridasons.org) 
 The Detachment of Florida’s Facebook page 

(facebook.com/pg/FloridaSAL) 
 The Detachment of Florida’s Newsletter, The Source 

 
There’s only one thing you have to do:  Let Us Know! 
 
Visit the Detachment of Florida’s online events calendar at 
https://floridasons.org/detachment-events-calendar/, and click the button labeled ‘Click 
Here To Submit Your Event’. 

Department Headquarters 

PO Box 547859 

Orlando, FL 32854 

(407) 295-2631 

 

Detachment Adjutant Ed Sheubrooks 

800 S. Brocksmith Road 

Fort Pierce, FL 34945 

adjutant@floridasons.org 

https://floridasons.org/
mailto:floridasons@legionmail.org
https://floridasons.org/the-source-source-article-submission-form/
https://floridasons.org/the-source-source-article-submission-form/
http://www.facebook.com/FloridaSAL
https://www.floridasons.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/FloridaSAL
https://floridasons.org/detachment-events-calendar/

