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Greeting from your Detachment Commander, 

Let me start with Happy New Year. I hope everyone had a blessed Christmas and a 

Safe New Year’s Eve. 

Now let’s talk business.  

We are 6 months away from the end of our service year and membership needs 

work and fast. There are still ZEROS on the score board  - this is unacceptable. 

Squadron commanders: How can this be? The membership and the programs of 

your Squadron are on your shoulders. You are the Leaders and with you lies the 

success or failure of your Squadrons. These zeros are bringing down the percent-

age of each district as well as the Detachment as a whole. Florida stands at an all-

time low nationally in 22nd place and this is unacceptable. We pride ourselves to be 

the best and have always been the model Detachment for others to follow, let us 

not change that. Understand this, if your membership is not up to date you lose out 

on all the benefit it comes with. You cannot ask for assistance, visit another Post or 

participate any Legion function without it.  

PAY YOUR DUES TODAY!!!!!! 

District Commanders, Detachment Vice Commanders it is time to suit up, strap on 

that helmet and get in the game. The second half has started, and we are down by 

a few touchdowns. There is no time for excuses anymore. Whether it’s COVID, the 

myLegion.org, the holidays and whatever else came up, 6 months ago, you stood 

before the Detachment and took an oath. You were charged to oversee and advise 

your respected districts and help them in anyway possible. This includes member-
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2021-2022 Membership Target Dates: 

September 2, 2021 10% Congratulations! 

October 7, 2021 25% Congratulations! 

November 11, 2021 35% 37.78%  Awesome! 

December 2, 2021 45% 45.67% Awesome! 

January 12, 2022 60%  

February 3, 2022 75%  

March 3, 2022* 80%  

April 14, 2022 90%  

May 5, 2022 100%  

June 1, 2022** 21,000 Commander’s Goal 

*  Legion Birthday 
** Delegate Cut-Off 



From the Detachment Commander (continued) 

ship. I am not asking, I am telling you to get to these ZERO Squadrons and find out why. Ask what you can 

do to help. Talk to the Legion Commander and ask what they have to say.  

Does the Squadron help the post? Is the Squadron active?  

Huddle up, come up with a good play and put some numbers on the board and take us to our 27th all-time 

high. 

How many of you have had District meetings? What is the turnout like?  

Figure out how to get your district to come and participate.  Have a game plan and put it in motion. Mentor 

the next leaders of this Detachment, District, or Squadron. Help them understand the purpose of each office 

and keep the membership informed. 

As of January 1st, MYLegion.org is accepting membership on-line. Squadrons: you MUST have your SDR 

turned in to National before this will benefit you. If this report is not turned in and a member pays their dues 

on-line your Squadron will not receive any monies. They will charge the member $11.00, the national and 

Detachment per capita together and that’s it. You will have to run down that member to receive the rest.  

Going forward, gentlemen, this is our future and it is here to stay. So you need to get your Squadrons on 

board now and stop playing catch up. As I have said before if your Squadron does not have a computer ask 

the Legion or Auxiliary, or even another Squadron if you can use theirs, until such time as you can purchase 

one. Now let’s get out on that field and help Florida Score for Veterans by tackling their needs.  

In these first 6 months I have tried to travel where I could as time would allow. Work has changed now and 

then preventing me from doing more. I hope to get out to more districts soon. As I have said in the past if 

there is anything you would like me to attend, or if there is anything I can help with, please email me the de-

tails so I can arrange my calendar accordingly.  

I would like to thank the Department Commander Jerry Brandt for having me travel through the 5th district 

with him. I want to thank all the Posts for their hospitality and a huge thank you to the Post 283 family for a 

delicious meal at the Commander’s dinner in December.   

I was fortunate to have attended my local Wreaths Across America event on December 18th. On that Friday 

we met the truck to off-load the wreaths and distribute them throughout the cemetery to prepare for the Sat-

urday event. We went over final details in preparation for a beautiful day to Remember, Honor and Teach. 

On Saturday over 300 people showed up to lay 2,000 wreaths to remember our fallen. 

Area balls and homecomings are fast approaching, and I am planning to attend all that I can.  My Home-

coming will take place at my home Post (120, Holly Hill) on April 30th.  More information is in the flier that 

appears in the EVENTS section of this edition of The Source. 

Now that the New Year is here, I am asking to switch sides and let us start working on our other project:  

Fisher House. This great organization has been helping and serving Veteran families to remain close in 

times of need and we can be a part of that by donating to this worthy cause. Of course, let’s not forget the 

other charities for our Veterans, children and youth and our communities in need as well. 
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(Continued on page 3) 

V OLU ME  29,  ISS UE  05  Page 2 

mailto:commander@floridasons.org


From the Detachment Commander (continued) 

Let us take a moment to remember the terrible tragedy In Kentucky. This was probably the hardest hit from 

the tornados in December. Here is an address if you would like to help with rebuilding the thousands of lives 

affected. They are in need of gift cards, and monetary donations to replenish the relief fund. This will take 

years to rebuild but we can do our part as a Detachment and make a difference. 

You may send you donations to: 

Tornado Relief Fund 

American Legion 

Department of Kentucky 

P.O. Box 2123 

Louisville, KY 40201 

 

Our 50th Convention is in the works, and we are looking forward to all of you that can to please attend this 

momentous event. This year will be like no other Convention as we Celebrate coming together and honoring 

the work we have all done these past 50 years. I hope you will be a part of it and look forward to seeing you 

there. 

In closing I want to thank everyone for your dedication to our Veterans, to your Squadrons and the commu-

nities you live in. The organization is always growing and with all your help we can make a difference. Let us 

all remember that if we work as one team, we can move the ball down field and SCORE FOR OUR VETER-

ANS AND TACKLE THEIR NEEDS. 

 

God bless our Veterans. 

Brian Carter 

Detachment Commander  
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Gentlemen, 

By now the Holiday’s are behind us and I hope that everyone had a Merry Christmas, and a safe Happy 

New Year. It seems that each year it goes by faster and faster.  

With the start of the New Year, it brings us to that time of the year when if you haven’t paid your 2022 

membership dues yet, you are considered a delinquent member and should not be allowed into the Post 

home. For many of you that enjoy the Post Canteen this will have an impact on you. Please pay your dues 

today to your Squadron. It’s to your benefit!!!  

Speaking of membership, we currently stand at 12,945 members paid into National Headquarters. It’s a 

long way from the 21,000 we are looking for just to reach a little over 100%. We have always been at the 

TOP of the National records, but this year we are lagging way behind. I know part of this has had to do with 

the impact of the MyLegion and MySAL. However, we cannot continue to put the blame on this. We have 

stated that even if you cannot get on-line, send your cards and check the old fashioned way to JoAnn at 

Department Headquarters and she will process and forward to National for you.  

At the time of me writing this article, we still have 18 “ZERO” or GOOSE EGG Squadrons within the De-

tachment. This is unacceptable considering your Officer’s dues should have been paid prior to their instal-

lation as a Squadron Officer. If your Squadron is holding membership you are in violation of the Detach-

ment’s Constitution and By-Laws. Your Charter can be revoked because of this. All dues must be transmit-

ted within thirty days of payment. 

Once the MyLegion site is up and running, your Squadron MUST submit a Squadron Data Report (SDR) to 

National Headquarters. This can be completed on-line and submitted. Why is this important to your Squad-

ron? Once the MyLegion site is up and running a member will be able to go on-line and pay their dues. If 

your Squadron has not submitted the proper paperwork, the member will only be billed $11.00 for the Na-

tional and Detachment per capita. They will be able to print their card and be able to go to the Post and 

such. The Squadron must then go after the member for the balance of the dues. So you can see it is your 

BEST INTEREST to complete this form and submit today. Please send me a copy as well.  

Endorsements for Detachment Office are being accepted. They are also being published in The Source 

and are all on the website to read. The Endorsements must be signed by the Post or Squadron Command-

er and Adjutant and submitted by email, or regular mail to the Detachment Adjutant. I am sending them to 

our Web Master, Christian Rapp (323 Lehigh Acres) as soon as I receive them. 

The 50th Anniversary Convention Committee is working hard to make sure we have a GREAT Convention 

in June. We are asking anyone interested in submitting a design for a Challenge Coin to submit them to 

John Jennings and myself. In addition if anyone has any ideas on a 50th Logo submit them as well. We 

hope to have all submissions by the end of January. There are some good plans in place already! This is 

your 50th Convention so all ideas and suggestions will be considered. 

That wraps it up for this month. Remember, The Source is your newsletter and articles are needed to keep 

it going! 

 

Regards, 

Ed Sheubrooks, Detachment Adjutant 

mailto:adjutant@floridasons.org?subject=SDR%20Submission
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Greetings Detachment Membership Team, 

First and foremost, I what to express my thoughts and gratitude for all the prayers, calls and well wishes 

during my Covid-19 experience. It was and is very humbling—not only the friends acquired over the years - 

but the strength of prayer. Again, a huge thanks to each of you and may God Bless you all in the way only 

He can do. Thanks to Him, I am back. WOW!!!!! And here we go, my first article in The Source since Au-

gust. 

We are well into our 2021-2022 membership year, and we have overcome so much. With the continuing 

issues with MyLegion.org for member transmittals and what we have been being told by National about 

when it might be operational, you guys have found a way to get things done. We still have work to do, and I 

know each of you understand this. As of this writing the Detachment was at 57.19%. Our 60% target date 

is January 12th, 2022, and I am sure we will reach that goal.  

By the time this article is published, we should have received our first reports for National on the new MyL-

egion.org system by Squadrons. We will have to wait and see, but this is what we are being told by Nation-

al.  

This brings me to the Squadrons Data Report Form (SDR). You will be hearing a lot more about this as this 

is now NOT AN OPTION. Your Squadron MOST COMPLY! You will be hearing more on this very soon. 

Remember the three “R’s” when working membership. We must continue to “Reinstate” and “Renew” our 

current members and “Recruit” new members. Keep up your great work! 

Commander Carter and I both want this year (2021-2022) to be another record year. I am asking now that 

each Area, District, and Squadron get on top of your membership early. Being early just gives you a better 

seat in the room. So, let’s all make the commitment that Zero Squadrons and slow reporting Squadrons will 

not be and issues this year. You ask how? Communication, Communication, and Communication; then fol-

low up with visitations, visitations, and visitations. We must Communicate and Visit to reach Commander 

Carter’s goal of 21,000+ members. 

It is a requirement that each District Commander completes and forwards to our Detachment Adjutant two 

(2) visitation forms per year for each Squadron within your District. This does not include installations or 

special events. Again, that is two (2) Squadron visitation forms per Squadron per Year. NOW MANY HAVE 

YOU COMPLETED? 

Below is some great information that needs to be communicated to every Squadron along with this article. 

If we are asking for them to react, they need to know what to react to. Please pass this along. 

Let’s make this year even more fun as we will be having our 50th Anniversary Convention when all the 

great work is disclosed. The Committee has had two (2) conference calls and things are starting to take 

shape. A separate article will be written when we have information locked in to communicate to our mem-

bership. 

Continued on page 6) 



I have one special, early request. I would like each District to select a team name and supply me 

with the name so I can have some fun also. Thanks in advance.  

The Detachment Membership Theme and membership target dates are listed below. 

“Scoring for Veterans by Tackling Their Needs” 

Now is the time to get your “FIELDS” in shape and make sure that all of your playbooks are updated so that 

we may “Tackle Veteran’s Needs”.  

The Detachment Commander will serve as the “Commissioner”. The Detachment Membership Chairman 

will serve as the “Director of Player Personnel”. The Detachment Vice Commanders will serve as the 

“Division Managers”. The District Commanders will serve as the “Coaches”. District Vice Commanders will 

serve as “Assistant Coaches”. And finally, the Squadrons will be the “Teams”.  

This year the Detachment Commander’s goal for membership is 21,000 members by the delegate cut-off 

date of June 1st, 2022. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Continued from page 5) 

From the Membership  Chairman (continued) 

2021-2022 Membership Target Dates: 

September 2, 2021 10% Congratulations! 

October 7, 2021 25% Congratulations! 

November 11, 2021 35% 37.78%  Awesome! 

December 2, 2021 45% 45.67% Awesome! 

January 12, 2022 60%  

February 3, 2022 75%  

March 3, 2022* 80%  

April 14, 2022 90%  

May 5, 2022 100%  

June 1, 2022** 21,000 Commander’s Goal 

*  Legion Birthday 
** Delegate Cut-Off 
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In late October, the Leadership of the 12th District Family took to the road and traveled from Post to Post 
picking up donations from each of the Family Groups.  The donations were made to Project:  VetRelief.   

At the Fall Conference, each of the Family Commanders & President were presented with the proceeds.  In 
total, the donations amounted to $5,885.00.  Considering that the Ride was put together in 2 weeks, not a 
bad ride. 

The participants were:  Dennis Mallon, 12th District Legion Commander; Pete Puzzo, 12th District SAL 
Commander; Andy Ross, 12th District Rider Chairman; and Dianne Wood and Kim Oats, Co-Presidents 
12th District Auxiliary. 

Future Rides will be worked on for other Legion Charities.  We suggest similar rides in all Districts. 

Peter Puzzo-12th District Commander 
Sons of The American Legion 
Detachment of Florida 

12th District Leadership Ride Photo Gallery 
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12th District Leadership Ride Photo Gallery 

 



Endorsements for Office 

It is the policy of the Detachment of Florida that no endorsement be posted prior to the 
Annual Fall Conference. The Detachment of Florida provides this information for the 
benefit of our membership. The addition of endorsement information does not indicate 
support for an individual candidate by the Detachment of Florida. 

In order for an endorsement to be posted to the Detachment Newsletter "The Source" or 
the Detachment Website, an endorsement letter must meet the following requirements. 

1. Each endorsement letter must come from a Florida Squadron or Post and must be 
signed by the Squadron Commander and Squadron Adjutant, or the Post Command-
er and Post Adjutant or any combination of these. 

a. The letter must be on Squadron or Post letterhead and include the date that 
the Squadron or Post made the endorsement and that the membership ap-
proved said endorsement. 

b. This letter should contain information explaining why the individual should be 
considered for the office he is seeking and a narrative of positions held to 
show his leadership potential. 

2. Endorsements will only be accepted for the elected Detachment Officers, District 
Commanders as follows: 

a. Detachment Commander, Detachment Vice Commanders, National Executive 
Committeeman, National Executive Committeeman Alternate, Detachment 
Historian, Detachment Chaplain, Detachment Sergeant-At-Arms and the Dis-
trict Commanders 

Endorsement letters must be submitted, in writing, to the Detachment Adjutant as fol-
lows with the required signatures (in the format listed above). 

1. Endorsement letters can be sent via the US Postal Service to the Detachment Adju-
tant Ed Sheubrooks – 800 S. Brocksmith Rd., Fort Pierce, FL 34945. 

2. Endorsement letters can be scanned and sent by e-mail to the Detachment at flori-
dasons@legionmail.org. Scanned documents are required to be in an Adobe Porta-
ble Document Format (.pdf) and must have all of the original signatures as required 
and be of good quality.  
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District Commander & Vice Commander Endorsements 

Detachment Commander  Gerard Sambets (275, Dunedin) 

Office of Detachment Vice Commander 

Western Area  

Northern Area  

Eastern Area  

Central Area  

Southwestern Area  

Southern Area  

National Executive 

Committeeman  

 

National Executive 

Committeeman Alternate 

 

Detachment Chaplain Raymond S. Leventhal (323, Lehigh Acres) 

Detachment Historian James Reed (1, Titusville) 

Detachment Sergeant-At-Arms  

District District Commander Endorsements District Vice Commander Endorsements 

1   

2   

3   

4    

5    

6    

7    

8    

9    

10    

11   

12   

13 Michael NIgbor (303, Bonita Springs)  

14   

15   

16 Greg Tong (158, Treasure Island)  

17   

Detachment Officer Endorsements 
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https://floridasons.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/sambets-cdr.pdf
https://floridasons.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/leventhal-chaplain.pdf
https://floridasons.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/reed-historian.pdf
https://floridasons.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/nigbor-d13cdr.pdf
https://floridasons.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/tong-d16-cdr.pdf
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All Squadrons are urged to submit highlights of their events to The Source.  Let’s let the world know how the 
Detachment of Florida ‘rocks the house’ when it comes to making the words in our preamble come to life. 

The Source will continue to be a great place to let the rest of the Detachment know about your upcoming 
events and your fundraising successes.  Thanks to the Detachment of Florida’s Public Relations Chairman 
Christian Rapp, it is now easier than ever to make a submission for publication in The Source. 

Simply visit https://floridasons.org/the-source-source-article-submission-form/  to submit your article.  
Submissions are due by the 23rd of each month, as we make every effort to publish on or near the 5th. 

Now more than ever it is important that we use all means available to us to remain connected and in 
communication.  The Source is your newsletter and is intended to serve all we do as Sons of the American 
Legion.  If you know anyone, in or out of the American Legion family, who could be inspired by what we do, 
ask them to subscribe.   

Subscription is easy and free.  Simply join the Detachment of Florida Mailing List. 

The Source can only continue to be a viable and vital tool with your help and involvement. 

In an effort to provide the easiest access to important forms and information, we’ve compiled this quick 
reference list of links for you: 

 Detachment of Florida Website  

 Squadron Administration Manual 

 All Squadron Report Forms 

 Squadron Membership Report 

 District Membership Report 

 Detachment Officer Endorsements 

 Detachment Email List Subscription 

 Article Submission Form for The Source 

 Event Submission Form — Promote Your Event(s)  to the entire Detachment 

Thank you for what you do and for helping to keep The Source focused on what we do and who we 
are! 

Respectfully, 

Ray Leventhal • Editor, The Source 

https://floridasons.org/the-source-source-article-submission-form/
https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/florida-sons/join
https://www.floridasons.org
https://floridasons.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/SAL-Admin-Manual-2020-2021-DRAFT.pdf
https://floridasons.org/detachment-report-forms/
https://www.floridasons.org/membership/squadron-membership-report.pdf
https://www.floridasons.org/membership/district-membership-report.pdf
https://floridasons.org/detachment-officer-endorsements/
https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/florida-sons/join
https://floridasons.org/the-source-source-article-submission-form/
https://floridasons.org/event-submission-form/
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Events Around The Detachment of Florida 
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Special Events around the Detachment of Florida 
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Having an Event?  Let the Detachment of Florida Help! 
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Sons  of  The Amer ican Legion  

D etachment  of F lor ida  

Detachment E-mail: floridasons@legionmail.org 

Internet: www.floridasons.org 

The Florida Sons of The American Legion with over 185 
Squadrons and nearly 20,000 members this year donated 

hundreds of thousands of dollars and hours to the many pro-
grams of The American Legion Family. 

For More Information about the  
Florida Sons of The American Legion,  

visit us on the Internet at: 

www.floridasons.org  
Or e-mail us at floridasons@legionmail.org 

Scan the QR Code below to 
visit our website 

Source Articles 

We are looking for your input and help to keep this 

newsletter going. We are looking for articles from 

the Squadrons, Districts, or Areas. Let us know 

what is happening in your Squadron, District & 

Area and we will inform the rest of the Detach-

ment. It could increase attendance at your func-

tions and or meetings!!!! This is your newsletter. 

Please send all articles to the Editor by the 

23rd of every month.  

The official way to submit articles for publica-

tion in The Source is to simply click here.  

Attention all Sons of the American Legion 
 

If your Squadron, Post Family, District or Area are having an event, we can help get the 
word out.   
 
If you are interested in getting your event published and promoted using: 

 The Detachment of Florida’s Website (floridasons.org) 
 The Detachment of Florida’s Facebook page 

(facebook.com/pg/FloridaSAL) 
 The Detachment of Florida’s Newsletter, The Source 

 
There’s only one thing you have to do:  Let Us Know! 
 
Visit the Detachment of Florida’s online events calendar at 
https://floridasons.org/detachment-events-calendar/, and click the button labeled ‘Click 
Here To Submit Your Event’. 

Department Headquarters 

PO Box 547859 

Orlando, FL 32854 

(407) 295-2631 

 

Detachment Adjutant Ed Sheubrooks 

800 S. Brocksmith Road 

Fort Pierce, FL 34945 

adjutant@floridasons.org 

https://floridasons.org/
mailto:floridasons@legionmail.org
https://floridasons.org/the-source-source-article-submission-form/
https://floridasons.org/the-source-source-article-submission-form/
http://www.facebook.com/FloridaSAL
https://www.floridasons.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/FloridaSAL
https://floridasons.org/detachment-events-calendar/

