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Here we go again, 5 months from now we will come together to celebrate all of your 

achievements and a mile stone 50th convention. I encourage all who can attend to 

do so. The team is planning a big party to honor our Detachment and those who 

made it one of the best in the country.  However, we do need your help to make this 

a great time. If you have any pictures, programs, or memorabilia from past conven-

tions, conferences, on Past Detachment Commanders you would like to donate or 

lend the Detachment for this event, please copy or send them to us. We want to 

make this a year to remember. 

Ok. I may have been a little rough last month about membership. I know all of you 

are doing your best to make our goals and I thank you for all the hard work. I set the 

bar high at 21,000 as a membership goal and I knew this going in. I just want the 

best for this Detachment because I know we are the best and all of you show it ever 

year. I want you to know that this was not my intent to upset or deter you from suc-

cess. Zeros are never a good thing in membership. We as a Detachment need to 

show our Squadrons and help them understand the life blood of this organization is 

based on membership. Without our membership numbers we cannot continue our 

mission, supporting our Veterans, their families, and our communities. Please con-

tinue to push membership while supporting and mentoring your Squadrons. The ball 

is in play on the other side of the 50. The end zone is in sight and we only have a 

little more than a quarter to play. Break out the play book, put on your helmets and 

lets cross the goal line to another all-time high and score big for our Veterans and 

our organization. 

Due to a schedule change with my job I have not been able to travel as much as I 

want to at this time. Also I am just not seeing a lot of chatter on the web page or this 
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2021-2022 Membership Target Dates: 

September 2, 2021 10% Congratulations! 

October 7, 2021 25% Congratulations! 

November 11, 2021 35% 37.78%  Awesome! 

December 2, 2021 45% 45.67% Awesome! 

January 12, 2022 60% Congratulations! 

February 3, 2022 75% 76.69% Awesome! 

March 3, 2022* 80%  

April 14, 2022 90%  

May 5, 2022 100%  

June 1, 2022** 21,000 Commander’s Goal 

*  Legion Birthday 
** Delegate Cut-Off 



From the Detachment Commander (continued) 

newsletter of the happenings in Districts and Squadrons. Yes some of you are using the sources given to 

you while others are not. There is a page set up for each district for you to use on our web page. Not just the 

District Commanders but also the Squadrons. Our webmaster has worked hard to create and give you these 

tools. Why not use them? 

I will be attending all of the Area balls and the Department Commander and President’s homecoming in 

April.  So hope to see a lot of you there. Also for the first time ever I will be playing golf with Squadron 275 in 

March. If you’re there: duck. I have never played this game, but I am sure it will be a great time for a very 

worthy cause, Special Olympics, and I look forward to see some of you there. 

As for homecoming for the Detachment, last month it was put out we would hold it April 30th; due to a 

scheduling conflict with NEC and the Eastern Area ball I have had to change it. The new date for the De-

tachment Commander’s Homecoming will be MAY 7th @ Post 120 in Holly Hill. Please see the flyer 

attached in this newsletter for details.  

In closing I want to thank you all for everything you are doing and I know will continue to do. Now let’s get 

back in the game and Score for Veterans and tackle all of their needs. 

For God and Country, 

Brian Carter, Detachment Commander 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Team, 

This year seems to be flying by us at a fast pace. We are already in February. In just 5 months we will be 

meeting for our 50th Anniversary Convention. The 50th Anniversary Committee is working hard to make 

sure we have a great Convention. We are still asking if any member would like to submit a design for the 

50th Anniversary Coin. Time is running short, and I ask that all designs be submitted to me by the end of 

the month. “50 Years of Living up to Our Fathers Legacy”! What a milestone achievement for our Organiza-

tion. More information will be forth coming on the Convention. 

On Tuesday, January 25th, we had a Conference call with the Area Commanders and District Command-

ers. We have tasked them to contact the Squadrons that still have not submitted the required National 

Squadron Data Form, or SDR for short. The National Headquarters has stated that until we are at least 

90% compliance with these reports, our members will not be able to go online and pay their dues. If they 

open the portal now, the Squadrons that have not submitted this form, when the member goes online to 

pay will only be charged the per-capita rate of $11.00. Therefore it is to your Squadrons advantage to com-

plete the form and transmit to National. Please send me a copy as well. 

We are currently working on putting the Year-End packets together to mail out to the Squadrons. Yes, we 

are getting close to that time when we need you to submit your Year End Reports. Why are these so im-

portant? A couple of reasons….First, several Detachment Awards are geared around what you as a 

Squadron have accomplished this past year. Second…when all the numbers from the reports are tabulat-

ed, these figures are submitted to National Headquarters. When the National Commander goes before 

Congress, he reports on what our Squadrons and Posts do for our Communities and the Veterans of this 

great nation. 

Let’s move onto the subject of Membership. We are now in the 4th Quarter of the game. Our numbers are 

coming up, but we need to push our “PLAYERS” to score as many “POINTS” (Members) as we can. We 

are looking to surpass the 21,000 Goal line this year. So let’s tighten our pads, and dig in for all the yard-

age we can get. I know you will not let Detachment Commander Brian down. 

Until next month! Scoring for Veterans, By Tackling their needs!!! 

Ed Sheubooks,  

Detachment Adjutant   



V OLU ME  29,  ISS UE  05  Page 4 

 

Greetings Detachment Membership Team, 

WOW!!!! The 2021-2022 membership year is moving along very rapidly. The teams are on the fields, the 

fields are in great shape, the footballs have the correct air in them, the fans are ready for some football to 

be played, the Director of Player Personnel has been down and out but back and ready to go, the Commis-

sioner has let us play ball, the Division Managers, Coaches, and Assistant Coaches have been working 

had with their Teams to get them ready to play ball. Some Teams are ready and other Teams are having 

some real problems putting a squad on the field. We are at HALFTIME of the SEASON and the SCORING 

for the Detachment is at 62.45%. We are also at 61.70% of the Commanders goal of 21,000 by delegate 

cut-off. 

The Detachment has made our first 5 membership scoring targets, what a great job under the condition of 

our lack of timely reporting. The 75% target will be here about the time this new letter is sent out and we 

have some work to do to get to our 75% scoring goal.   

We must continue to work the 3 – R’s as we “Reinstate and Renew” our current members and work to 

“Recruit” new members. Keep up your great work, as we all look forward to another great year in member-

ship.  

We still have ongoing issues with the MyLegion membership portal and are being told that the portal for 

online membership will not be operational until the Detachment has 90% of its Squadrons’ having submit-

ted their SDR forms to National.  

Please continue to work with your Post Officers and get your access. Each of you that have not completed 

the REQUIRED Squadron Data Report form (SDR) must complete the form and send to the National mail-

ing address or the National email address that is on the form so your information can be put into the data 

base. The SDR form is available on the Detachment website at www.floridasons.org under the forms tab. 

When sending to National, please send our Detachment Adjutant (Ed Sheubrooks) a copy so the Detach-

ment may have it on record as well. This gives the Detachment a check and balance when someone says 

“it was not received”. This way, we will have something to show it was sent and when. 

I am sure that you will hear a lot more about the Squadron Data Report form in the very near future. 

Commander Carter as I want this year (2021-2022) to be another record year. I am asking now that each 

Area, District, and Squadron get on top of your membership early. Being early just gives you a better seat 

in the room. So, let’s all make the commitment that Zero Squadrons and slow reporting Squadrons will not 

be an issue this year. You ask how? Communication, Communication, and Communication and follow up 

with visitations, visitations, and visitations. We must Communicate and Visit to reach Commander Carter’s 

goal of 21,000+ members. 

Below is some great information that needs to be communicated to every Squadron along with this article. 

If we are asking for them to react, they need to know what to react to. Please pass this along. 

Continued on page 5) 



You will see that the next target date is 75% and as of February 3rd, we’re at 76.69% Congratulations!   

Looking at the dates you will also see that we have a target date each month up to our delegate cut-off 

date.  

Let’s make this year even more fun as we will be having our 50th Anniversary Convention when all the 

great work is disclosed. 

This year, the Detachment Membership Theme is:  

“Scoring for Veterans by Tackling Their Needs” 

Now is the time to get your “FIELDS” in shape and make sure that all of your playbooks are updated so that 

we may “Tackle Veteran’s Needs”.  

The Detachment Commander will serve as the “Commissioner”. The Detachment Membership Chairman 

will serve as the “Director of Player Personnel”. The Detachment Vice Commanders will serve as the 

“Division Managers”. The District Commanders will serve as the “Coaches”. District Vice Commanders will 

serve as “Assistant Coaches”. And finally, the Squadrons will be the “Teams”.  

This year the Detachment Commander’s goal for membership is 21,000 members by the delegate cut-off 

date of June 1st, 2022. 

(Continued from page 4) 

From the Membership  Chairman (continued) 

2021-2022 Membership Target Dates: 

September 2, 2021 10% Congratulations! 

October 7, 2021 25% Congratulations! 

November 11, 2021 35% 37.78%  Awesome! 

December 2, 2021 45% 45.67% Awesome! 

January 12, 2022 60% Congratulations!! 

February 3, 2022 75% 76.69% Awesome! 

March 3, 2022* 80%  

April 14, 2022 90%  

May 5, 2022 100%  

June 1, 2022** 21,000+ Commander’s Goal 

*  Legion Birthday 
** Delegate Cut-Off 
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From John Jennings, 50th Anniversary Convention Committee Chairman 

Greeting Detachment of Florida, 

I am sure questions are being asked about our up coming Convention. As the Chairman of the Anniversary 
Committee, since it is going to be our 50th, I do have some information to share. 

The Committee is meeting via conference calls monthly. We have had three calls to date and have identi-
fied many things we want to do for our members and the Legion Family during our 50th Anniversary Con-
vention.  

If anyone has planned large events, they know that they do not just happen overnight, and it takes a lot of 
hands and thought. We have 15 people on the Committee working very hard to put together a great event 
for you, the members, and for the entire Legion Family. 

We have selected Saturday evening (June 18th, 2022), time to be determined, more to come. We will have 
entertainment; we will have finger type foods along with adult beverages. We will have lot of other stuff go-
ing on. 

Please pass on to your Squadrons and Posts that a sponsor letter will be forthcoming. Keep your eyes out 
for a flyer about the event. We need everyone to make plans to attend this event as it is a once in a lifetime 
event and the Committee is excited to be involved planning this event.  

Please do not let rumors get started. If anyone has a question about our plans have them get in touch with 
John Jennings (Chairman) @ fl.johnjennings@gmail.com for clarification. We do not want people misin-
formed about the event. 

 I will share more when it becomes available. 

 

John Jennings, Chairman 

Detachment 50th Anniversary Convention Committee 
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Gentleman, 

Just a reminder that American Legion National Commander Paul Dillard (TX), will be visiting the 16th Dis-
trict on Feb 3, 6 and 7th. 

Please check with your Post Commander on times of the visits as the schedule has changed. It would be 

a good thing for the Sons to represent at our Legion Posts.  Please put your best foot forward and make 
the Sons a proud asset of your Post.  Unfortunately, I don’t have his schedule for the 7th or 15th. Again, 
check with your Post Commander. 

 

The Central Area is working hard on Membership and we still have a lot to work on, especially on zero 
squadrons. Communication is the key, and as your Commander, I still haven’t received answers back from 
some regarding their issues. I can only help if you get back to me. Email me at  vccentral@floridasons.org 
or call me at 727-515-7973. Please reach out, I am here to help you, take advantage of the support that is 
available.  

That being said, I am very proud of the Central Area and its accomplishments, keep up the great work. 

The Central Area Ball is March 19, at post 252, $35.00 per person or $ 65.00 a couple, 4 pm - 9 pm, menu 
is Hawaiian Chicken or Hawaiian BBQ pork, vegies, desert. 

Squadron 275, Dunedin is hosting the Children and Youth Golf outing on March 5th.  This year we are sup-
porting Special Olympics. $75.00 per golfer, Crescent Oaks golf course, Tarpon Springs, contact me for 
more info. 

Thank You  

Gerard Sambets 
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Greetings from the Eastern Area, 

2021 was certainly an interesting year with many events influenced by Corona restrictions, we are looking 
forward to 2022.  Some posts are still being cautious, but we see a general move to getting back to normal. 
Some events are moving forward that will enable us to restore funding to worthy causes, help our posts, 
and take care of veterans and our members. 

Some national and statewide charitable organizations are coming back and if we can safely organize 
events to support them it will help demonstrate some of the purpose that we, as Sons of the American Le-
gion hold dear.  Child Welfare, Special Olympics, Fisher House all deserve and need our support.  Closer 
to home many food pantries and critically low in supplies and volunteers needed to serve our communities.  
Each community has specific needs and issues that we can address. 

Some Posts and Squadrons may be financially challenged but we can still gather some members to help 
them serve the needs each area may find critical.  We are a service organization and helping the communi-
ty, veterans, children, and the community are at the core of what many of us strive to contribute to. 

Sometimes, taking the time to call a member, veteran, or neighbor in need can be just what that person 
needs to make it another day.  You can make a difference and helping someone in distress can be reward-
ing for them and for you! 

God Bless every member of our Armed Services and all Americans and we are looking forward to a bright-
er future! 

Yours for God and Country, 

George Worton,  
Eastern Area Commander 

 

 



Endorsements for Office 

It is the policy of the Detachment of Florida that no endorsement be posted prior to the 
Annual Fall Conference. The Detachment of Florida provides this information for the 
benefit of our membership. The addition of endorsement information does not indicate 
support for an individual candidate by the Detachment of Florida. 

In order for an endorsement to be posted to the Detachment Newsletter "The Source" or 
the Detachment Website, an endorsement letter must meet the following requirements. 

1. Each endorsement letter must come from a Florida Squadron or Post and must be 
signed by the Squadron Commander and Squadron Adjutant, or the Post Command-
er and Post Adjutant or any combination of these. 

a. The letter must be on Squadron or Post letterhead and include the date that 
the Squadron or Post made the endorsement and that the membership ap-
proved said endorsement. 

b. This letter should contain information explaining why the individual should be 
considered for the office he is seeking and a narrative of positions held to 
show his leadership potential. 

2. Endorsements will only be accepted for the elected Detachment Officers, District 
Commanders as follows: 

a. Detachment Commander, Detachment Vice Commanders, National Executive 
Committeeman, National Executive Committeeman Alternate, Detachment 
Historian, Detachment Chaplain, Detachment Sergeant-At-Arms and the Dis-
trict Commanders 

Endorsement letters must be submitted, in writing, to the Detachment Adjutant as fol-
lows with the required signatures (in the format listed above). 

1. Endorsement letters can be sent via the US Postal Service to the Detachment Adju-
tant Ed Sheubrooks – 800 S. Brocksmith Rd., Fort Pierce, FL 34945. 

2. Endorsement letters can be scanned and sent by e-mail to the Detachment at flori-
dasons@legionmail.org. Scanned documents are required to be in an Adobe Porta-
ble Document Format (.pdf) and must have all of the original signatures as required 
and be of good quality.  
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District Commander & Vice Commander Endorsements 

Detachment Commander  Gerard Sambets (275, Dunedin) 

Office of Detachment Vice Commander 

Western Area  

Northern Area Gerald Kaufman (383, Oldtown) 

Eastern Area Peter Puzzo (189, Sebastian) 

Central Area Richard Cummings (238, Safety Harbor) 

Southwestern Area  

Southern Area  

National Executive 

Committeeman  

William D. Kelly, Jr (137, Jacksonville) 

National Executive 

Committeeman Alternate 

 

Detachment Chaplain Raymond S. Leventhal (323, Lehigh Acres) 

Detachment Historian James Reed (1, Titusville) 

Detachment Sergeant-At-Arms  

District District Commander Endorsements District Vice Commander Endorsements 

1   

2   

3   

4    

5    

6    

7    

8  David Thompson (24, Sarasota)  

9    

10    

11   

12   

13 Michael NIgbor (303, Bonita Springs)  

14   

15   

16 Greg Tong (158, Treasure Island) Gary Sanderson (238, Safety Harbor) 

17   

Detachment Officer Endorsements 
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https://floridasons.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/sambets-cdr.pdf
https://floridasons.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/kaufman-navc.pdf
https://floridasons.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/puzzo-eavc.pdff
https://floridasons.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/cummings-cavc.pdf
https://floridasons.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/kelly-nec.pdf
https://floridasons.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/leventhal-chaplain.pdf
https://floridasons.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/reed-historian.pdf
https://floridasons.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/thompson-d8-cdr.pdf
https://floridasons.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/nigbor-d13cdr.pdf
https://floridasons.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/tong-d16-cdr.pdf
https://floridasons.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/sanderson-d16vc.pdf
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All Squadrons are urged to submit highlights of their events to The Source.  Let’s let the world know how the 
Detachment of Florida ‘rocks the house’ when it comes to making the words in our preamble come to life. 

The Source will continue to be a great place to let the rest of the Detachment know about your upcoming 
events and your fundraising successes.  Thanks to the Detachment of Florida’s Public Relations Chairman 
Christian Rapp, it is now easier than ever to make a submission for publication in The Source. 

Simply visit https://floridasons.org/the-source-source-article-submission-form/  to submit your article.  
Submissions are due by the 23rd of each month, as we make every effort to publish on or near the 5th. 

Now more than ever it is important that we use all means available to us to remain connected and in 
communication.  The Source is your newsletter and is intended to serve all we do as Sons of the American 
Legion.  If you know anyone, in or out of the American Legion family, who could be inspired by what we do, 
ask them to subscribe.   

Subscription is easy and free.  Simply join the Detachment of Florida Mailing List. 

The Source can only continue to be a viable and vital tool with your help and involvement. 

In an effort to provide the easiest access to important forms and information, we’ve compiled this quick 
reference list of links for you: 

 Detachment of Florida Website  

 Squadron Administration Manual 

 All Squadron Report Forms 

 Squadron Membership Report 

 District Membership Report 

 Detachment Officer Endorsements 

 Detachment Email List Subscription 

 Article Submission Form for The Source 

 Event Submission Form — Promote Your Event(s)  to the entire Detachment 

Thank you for what you do and for helping to keep The Source focused on what we do and who we 
are! 

Respectfully, 

Ray Leventhal • Editor, The Source 

https://floridasons.org/the-source-source-article-submission-form/
https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/florida-sons/join
https://www.floridasons.org
https://floridasons.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/SAL-Admin-Manual-2020-2021-DRAFT.pdf
https://floridasons.org/detachment-report-forms/
https://www.floridasons.org/membership/squadron-membership-report.pdf
https://www.floridasons.org/membership/district-membership-report.pdf
https://floridasons.org/detachment-officer-endorsements/
https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/florida-sons/join
https://floridasons.org/the-source-source-article-submission-form/
https://floridasons.org/event-submission-form/
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Events Around The Detachment of Florida 
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Special Events around the Detachment of Florida 



V OLU ME  29,  ISS UE  05  Page 17 



V OLU ME  29,  ISS UE  05  Page 18 



V OLU ME  29,  ISS UE  05  Page 19 



V OLU ME  29,  ISS UE  05  Page 20 



Having an Event?  Let the Detachment of Florida Help! 
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Sons  of  The Amer ican Legion  

D etachment  of F lor ida  

Detachment E-mail: floridasons@legionmail.org 

Internet: www.floridasons.org 

The Florida Sons of The American Legion with over 185 
Squadrons and nearly 20,000 members this year donated 

hundreds of thousands of dollars and hours to the many pro-
grams of The American Legion Family. 

For More Information about the  
Florida Sons of The American Legion,  

visit us on the Internet at: 

www.floridasons.org  
Or e-mail us at floridasons@legionmail.org 

Scan the QR Code below to 
visit our website 

Source Articles 

We are looking for your input and help to keep this 

newsletter going. We are looking for articles from 

the Squadrons, Districts, or Areas. Let us know 

what is happening in your Squadron, District & 

Area and we will inform the rest of the Detach-

ment. It could increase attendance at your func-

tions and or meetings!!!! This is your newsletter. 

Please send all articles to the Editor by the 

23rd of every month.  

The official way to submit articles for publica-

tion in The Source is to simply click here.  

Attention all Sons of the American Legion 
 

If your Squadron, Post Family, District or Area are having an event, we can help get the 
word out.   
 
If you are interested in getting your event published and promoted using: 

 The Detachment of Florida’s Website (floridasons.org) 
 The Detachment of Florida’s Facebook page 

(facebook.com/pg/FloridaSAL) 
 The Detachment of Florida’s Newsletter, The Source 

 
There’s only one thing you have to do:  Let Us Know! 
 
Visit the Detachment of Florida’s online events calendar at 
https://floridasons.org/detachment-events-calendar/, and click the button labeled ‘Click 
Here To Submit Your Event’. 

Department Headquarters 

PO Box 547859 

Orlando, FL 32854 

(407) 295-2631 

 

Detachment Adjutant Ed Sheubrooks 

800 S. Brocksmith Road 

Fort Pierce, FL 34945 

adjutant@floridasons.org 

https://floridasons.org/
mailto:floridasons@legionmail.org
https://floridasons.org/the-source-source-article-submission-form/
https://floridasons.org/the-source-source-article-submission-form/
http://www.facebook.com/FloridaSAL
https://www.floridasons.org/
https://www.facebook.com/pg/FloridaSAL
https://floridasons.org/detachment-events-calendar/

