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“Remember Always Veterans First” 

I hope you all had a Great Holiday and an even Happier New Year to come! You all have 
been really working on your membership and with the start of the New Year upon us,  it 
will skyrocket for those who are checking membership at the posts. Most of the member-
ship enjoys the canteen, and if the Bar Manager and staff are checking the cards, you 
should be able to build on what you have been doing. Now is the time to excel, the race is 
on! Who will get to the top next and keep it there? The Eastern area has a bit of a lead, 
but all the other areas are close behind and closing in on the top spot. There are 3 squad-
rons at Zero and 4 at 1 member. Basically,  we have seven zeros but I am glad that 4 
squads at least are showing that they still Exist. If those 7 would show the rest of their EC 

board, it would help. I feel we should see if those 7  want to be a part of this great organization or 
not. It is really late in the year for no membership, and it is hurting the rest of the district. Setting 
up a new membership/renewal table at your post during an event has also been beneficial to 
some posts. Your members can just take care of it right then and there.  

     I have been looking at the endorsements and we are missing quite a few. Please get them 
into Christian.  You can contact him at adjutant@florida sons.org.  I also have received quite a 
few calls about membership and those who signed up online. As most of you have now realized, 
IF YOU DON'T COMPLETE THE REQUIRED PAPERWORK, it will affect your Squadron. Some 
squads only received $11  from national because they didn't complete the paperwork. There are 
now consequences for not doing what is required, Christian and JJ have been begging you to get 
this done and now you might realize why they were asking. The SDR and Notification of Squad-
ron Commander/Adjutatants forms are due May 1st. Please also complete the Consolidated 
Squadron reports in a timely manner. Suggestions as to how to complete these reports are avail-
able at floridasons.org and questions can be emailed to adjutant@floridasons.org. Someone is 
always available to help. I urge all districts and areas to work together to complete these tasks. 
Start early, and work 2 or 3 squads together. Do your paperwork as a district, if possible. Let's 
see if a District or Area can be at 100% of the completed paperwork! This will be bragging rights 
at the convention. I will come up with a nice prize for the district that does.  

     I am heading to a lot of posts in January and February for area events.  I am looking forward 
to seeing a lot of you in your posts. Check the calendar of events for more info. As always, if 
there is an event or you would just like me to come visit your post, reach out to me. If I am able 
to,  I will try and make it.  

"Keep doing what you do Best" 

For God and Country, 

Gerard Sambets,  

Commander 
Sons of the American Legion 

Detachment of Florida 

2023-2024 Membership Target Dates: 

September 7, 2022 10% 21.95! Congratulations!! 

October12, 2022 25% 31.26% Congratulations! 

November 9, 2022 35% 39.29% Congratulations! 

December 7, 2022 45% 61.76% Congratulations! 

January 11, 2024 60%  

February 8, 2024 75%  

March 7, 2024* 80%  

April 4, 2024 90%  

May 9, 2024 100%  

May 31, 2024** 105%  

* Legion Birthday (March 13th)     ** Delegate Cut-Off 
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Happy New Year! I hope this article finds you all well as we start 2024! 

SDRs (AGAIN!) 
I know I sound like a broken record, but this is important. We still have Squadrons getting in contact with us that when a 
member pays their dues online, the system is only charging the member the $11 per capita amount. This is because the 
Squadrons still have not sent in their Annual Squadron Data Report (SDR). These reports need sent in yearly by 
APRIL 15th – even if your information has not changed. Complete the form and send them to me (preferably by 
email) NOW. I will forward a copy to National. I have to have all of the forms to National no later than MAY 1st so they 
can be processed before printing the first renewal notices. Take a few minutes and do this today. The SDR can be 
found online at https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/publications/SAL%20Annual%20Squadron%20Data%
20Report%20%28SDR%29%20%26%20Instructions%20-%20fillable.pdf 
 

MEMBERSHIP QUESTIONS 

I still have many reaching out to me for replacement cards, status of new charters, or to address somebody’s infor-
mation in the system. Other than adjusting a member’s information, all other membership questions should go to JoAnn 
Collins at Department. Her email is Jcollins@floridalegion.org. While I can adjust a member’s information, every 
squadron Commander/Adjutant (or whoever else is assigned to process information in myLegion.org) has this ability. If 
you need to know how to do something in myLegion.org, shoot me an email and I’ll give you the steps. Speaking of 
myLegion.org…… 

 

MYLEGION.ORG 

I have had (as I am sure most of you reading this have) a few seasonal residents say to me that they haven’t yet re-
ceived their membership card from their home post from another state. I have also had non-seasonal members say they 
have paid online and still have not yet received their cards. When you pay online, It can take awhile for the payment to 
be processed at National. If you have a Legion or Sons member experiencing this issue, encourage them to sign up for 
myLegion.org. They can then go online and download/print a copy of their 2024 card – that is assuming their payment 
as been processed. This system is here to stay, please encourage all Legion and Sons members to use this tool. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS!! 
I’m sure Gerard will mention this in his article, but I would like to congratulate Gerard on his engagement to Erin! That 
was one of the best phone calls I received on New Year’s Eve! Congratulations Gerard – it’s about time!! � 
 

That’s it for now, I wish you all the best of luck in everything you do for our Organization, Veterans, Children and Com-
munities in 2024! 
 

For God and Country, 

Christian M Rapp,  
Detachment Adjutant 
Sons of the American Legion 

Detachment of Florida  

https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/publications/SAL%20Annual%20Squadron%20Data%20Report%20%28SDR%29%20%26%20Instructions%20-%20fillable.pdf
https://www.legion.org/sites/legion.org/files/legion/publications/SAL%20Annual%20Squadron%20Data%20Report%20%28SDR%29%20%26%20Instructions%20-%20fillable.pdf
mailto:Jcollins@floridalegion.org


Membership Team, 
As of the writing of the article Christmas and New Year have pasted for another year. It is my hopes and 
wishes that each of you and your families had a very Merry Christmas and a Happy start to the New Year. 
Let’s go 2024!!!! 
 

We must STAY in touch with our Squadrons and their leadership as everything starts at the Squadron level. 
We must do a better job dealing with issues, dealing with zero Squadrons, and working with Squadrons that 
need our help. To help you with any issues, below are the members of the Membership Committee. Please 
use these men to help. 
 

 John Jennings – Chairman 

 Paul Stawicki – Vice Chairman 

 North: Gerry Kaufman 

 Central: Rick Cummings 

 East: John Gorsuch 

 Southwest: Michael Nigbor 
 South: Michael Mathias 

 West: Henry Richard 

 The Committee members will be contacting the District Leadership with the questions on Squad-
rons that are not reach goals or are struggling with membership. It will be our job to see that 
membership starts stays strong and finishes strong. 

 

SOMETHING NEW THIS YEAR FOR SOME – THE TRIPLE NICKLE AWARD 

 

Awarded by National at National Convention and we have won this award in the past. This is what we must 
do to qualify: 
 

1) Charter 5 New Squadrons – We have 2 New Squadrons and two more coming soon! 
a. WELCOME: 

1. Squadron #108 | Lutz – District #15 

2. Squadron #83  | Macclenny - District #3 

3. Squadron #418 | Spring Hill - District #15—Waiting on returned paperwork. 
4. District #9 has submitted paperwork. 
5. LOOKS LIKE ME NEED ONE MORE SQUARDON!!!!! 

2) 105% Membership by National Delegate Cutoff 
3) 85% Renewal rate by National Delegate cut-off  - Currently at 57.74% - We have work to do! 
 

 

As we continue our membership year let’s all remember the three 3 Rs of membership.: 

REINSTATE – RENEW – RECRUIT  
This would be a great Squadron meeting topic to discuss the meaning of each word and the value it brings 
to the Squadron. Just what do these three simple words mean to you and your Squadron. 
 

THE TIME IS HERE!!!! WE MUST SUBMIT OUR SDRs (Squadron Data Report) to the Detachment Adju-
(Continued on page 4) 
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tant by April 15th OF EACH YEAR. This is no longer an option to submit and must be submitted to National 
no later than MAY 1st of EACH YEAR BY EACH SQUADRON. This is not optional. The required form can 
be found on our website. (https://floridasons.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/SDR.pdf) 
 

For our membership campaign to be a great success, we must work on it each day. Membership is not a 
part time job – it is a full-time job, and it requires WORK. When a Squadron reaches the 100% goal and 
does not move from that 100%, what does that tell you? I watch this, and I hope all of you will also.  
 

Membership numbers should always be moving in a positive way and never standing still. If a Squadron is 
to grow it must add new members if they and the Detachment are to grow. We have plenty of resources in 
Florida and we must reach out to them if the Detachment is to grow. 

 

  RENEWAL POSTCARD MAILING DATES: 
    October 23 - 27, 2023  
 Mailings Completed 

    March 25 - 29, 2024 

    May 27 -  31, 2024 

 

(Continued from page 3) 

Membership (continued) 

 

Be The One is SAL 

National Commander’s 
Slogan. 
 

Be The One Who Helps! 

Use this code to sign up 
for the American Legion 
Voter Voice. 

2023-2024 Membership Target Dates: 

September 7, 2022 10% 21.95! Congratulations!! 

October12, 2022 25% 31.26% Congratulations! 

November 9, 2022 35% 39.29% Congratulations! 

December 7, 2022 45% 61.76% Congratulations! 

January 11, 2024 60%  

February 8, 2024 75%  

March 7, 2024* 80%  

April 4, 2024 90%  

May 9, 2024 100%  

May 31, 2024** 105%  

* Legion Birthday (March 13th)     ** Delegate Cut-Off 

All target dates are the second Thursday of the month. 

https://floridasons.org/wp-content/uploads/2022/05/SDR.pdf
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Happy New Year! I hope everyone had a safe holiday season. 
The Detachment of Florida is looking for Detachment members to be considered by the Detachment for 
nominations to the National Commissions & Committees for appointment by the National Commander. All 
Detachment Commission and Committee Chairmen should consider submitting their name for consideration 
for a nomination to the National organization for appointment to a National Commission or Committee.  Any-
one interested may contact me for more information. 
Past National Commander Clairance Hill ,The American Legion 2025 Tampa National Convention Corpora-
tion President, will be looking for volunteers for The National Convention in August 2025. This is just the ini-
tial screening process. Anyone interested may contact our National Convention Committeeman Gerard 
Sambets.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Detachment of Florida Legislative Commission would like to encourage all FL. Legion Family Members 
to join The American Legion Voters Voice. Please use the QR code provided to register. Help The American 
Legion help veterans by supporting veterans legislation. 
Our Detachment of FL. Legislative Commission will be attending Washington Conference and once again 
be memorializing our fallen veterans at Arlington National Cemetery, The Vietnam Memorial and the World 
War II Memorial in February.  
 

 

 

 

Use this code to sign up for the 
American Legion Voter Voice. 
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DO YOU HAVE THE TIME? 

 

Friends, family, acquaintances and others often begin a conversation with “Do you have the time to ....”.  
 

To be fair, mostly this is used as a courteous way of asking if ‘it’s a good time’ to either talk, consider a 
problem or just listen as they speak. I believe that while this is often the case, we’re remiss if we don’t con-
sider the fullest measure of the question. 
 

The question becomes even more poignant when we consider that we’ve just begun a new year, with its 
own array of circumstances which require our attention. 
 

It is said that ‘Today is a gift and tomorrow is not promised’. I believe this is an unquestionable truth. 
Each day we wake, we’re given a gift. This gift is another chance to be part of the life of others and better 
our own lives in the process. Can we say with certainty that we’ll wake tomorrow? No, we cannot. Only God 
knows the measure of one’s life, and  He knows that from end to beginning, while we live our lives from be-
ginning to end. 
 

In this issue of The Source, we share in mourning the loss and celebrating the life of Jason  Struble, a proud 
member of the Detachment of Florida family. Our hopes, thoughts, prayers and love go out to Carla, Doc 
and all of Jason’s loved ones in this time of mourning and remembrance.  
 

I pray the peace of God’s unending love to all who suffer and mourn, to all who have lost a loved one far too 
soon, and I ask that you all join me in this prayer effort so that peace and joy may help balance the pain and 
suffering which is so prevalent in our world. 
 

It is through the love of God and the sharing of memories, friendships, heartaches and joys that we come 
together as one people. We are the children of the Creator of the Universe, and with His blessings, His love, 
His guidance and the help of all of His children, none of us are ever alone. 
 

I pray God’s peace to you all. 
 

As always, I’m available to anyone who needs prayer, conversation or fellowship  
 

For God and Country, 
Ray Leventhal, Chaplain 

Sons of the American Legion 

Detachment of Florida 

chaplain@floridasons.org / 561 801 5822 

mailto:chaplain@floridasons.org
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Happy New Year from The Southwestern Area! 
 

This is going to be a great year and we are so excited. The membership renewals and new members joining is inspir-
ing. As I work the membership table every Thursday at our hosting VFW Post, I am meeting returning members and 
they are bringing friends along to join. When we chat about how things are going, we get tears in our eyes. Hearing of 
how they are not back in their homes over a year later  because of hurricane Ian's devastation, and yet here they are, 
renewing their membership. 
 

So... there is no excuse for your members not to renew in a timely manner. Find out what the issue is at your Squad-
ron and try to correct it. Call the members that have not renewed for the new year. Let them know their presence is 
greatly missed and see if they need anything from us. Obviously this shows, we are a team. We can do this. We are 
The Sons of The American Legion. The strongest arm of our organization. District Commanders and Vice Command-
ers, get out there and meet with those squadrons. Motivate them to be the best they can be and to do more at their 
posts to support our veterans and their families.  
 

Bonita Springs Post 303 in District 13 recently received their permits to begin rebuilding. This is the last post in the 
area to get a permit. There was about 7 feet of water in the building. The entire contents of the building was de-
stroyed. They are having numerous raffles and programs to get the funds to complete the process along with an SBA 
Loan. Best wishes to the post and everyone involved in the process.  
 

As always, I am here to help any Squadron with questions and answers. If I don't know, I will find out and get back to 
you promptly. I am so proud of the squadrons that have been doing so well, promoting the good work we do. Please 
continue your " Buddy Checks " when working your programs. Remember to plan an event for The American Legion 
Family Day, April 27th, 2024. Show up at your neighboring squadrons, support them, and invite them to your events.  
 

" My friends, remember why you joined and what your " WHY " is.  Always continue to serve and promote The Sons of 
The American Legion and our Country ". 
 

 

Michael Nigbor 
Vice Commander 
Southwestern Area 

Detachment of Florida 

 

AL Voter Voice 

Be The One is SAL 

National Commander’s 
Slogan. 
 

Be The One Who Helps! 

Use this code to sign up 
for the American Legion 
Voter Voice. 
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I hope everyone had a great Holiday Season! 

Now that the holidays are over, it’s time to get back to work. You’re doing a great job with membership, keep up the 
good work. Please remember that if you’re holding functions, which I’m sure that you are, please let either myself or 
the Squadron Activities Chairman know. If we don’t know about it we can’t help you with advertising or with having 
any of the Detachment Officers attend.  

When you’re holding these functions, please keep track of the hours spent on it for your year end reports. The re-
ports are very important so that you get the proper credit for what you have done and also when we report to Con-
gress so that they know what our accomplishments are.  

Thank you and God Bless you. 

 

Steve Gordon  

Community Affairs Chairman  
Sons of The American Legion 

Detachment of Florida 
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All Squadrons are urged to submit highlights of their events to The Source.  Let’s let the world know how the 
Detachment of Florida ‘rocks the house’ when it comes to making the words in our preamble come to life. 
The Source will continue to be a great place to let the rest of the Detachment know about your upcoming 
events and your fundraising successes.  Thanks to the Detachment of Florida’s Public Relations Chairman 
Christian Rapp, it is now easier than ever to make a submission for publication in The Source. 
Simply visit https://floridasons.org/the-source-source-article-submission-form/  to submit your article.  
Submissions are due by the 23rd of each month, as we make every effort to publish on or near the 5th. 
Now more than ever it is important that we use all means available to us to remain connected and in 
communication.  The Source is your newsletter and is intended to serve all we do as Sons of the American 
Legion.  If you know anyone, in or out of the American Legion family, who could be inspired by what we do, 
ask them to subscribe.   
Subscription is easy and free.  Simply join the Detachment of Florida Mailing List. 

The Source can only continue to be a viable and vital tool with your help and involvement. 
In an effort to provide the easiest access to important forms and information, we’ve compiled this quick 
reference list of links for you: 

• Detachment of Florida Website  
• Squadron Administration Manual 
• All Squadron Report Forms 

• Squadron Membership Report 
• District Membership Report 
• Detachment Officer Endorsements 

• Detachment Email List Subscription 

• Article Submission Form for The Source 

• Event Submission Form — Promote Your Event(s)  to the entire Detachment 
Thank you for what you do and for helping to keep The Source focused on what we do and who we are! 

Be The One AL Voter Voice 

Be The One is SAL 

National Commander’s 
Slogan. 
 

Be The One Who Helps! 

Use this code to sign up 
for the American Legion 
Voter Voice. 

https://floridasons.org/the-source-source-article-submission-form/
https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/florida-sons/join
https://www.floridasons.org
https://floridasons.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/07/SAL-Admin-Manual-2020-2021-DRAFT.pdf
https://floridasons.org/detachment-report-forms/
https://www.floridasons.org/membership/squadron-membership-report.pdf
https://www.floridasons.org/membership/district-membership-report.pdf
https://floridasons.org/detachment-officer-endorsements/
https://groups.google.com/forum/#!forum/florida-sons/join
https://floridasons.org/the-source-source-article-submission-form/
https://floridasons.org/event-submission-form/
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DISTRICT 12 IMPORTANT DATES 2023-2024 

 

All meetings open at 9:00AM for sign-in & coffee; Meetings begin at 10:00AM. All Squadrons will be 
asked to share about activities/events/programs or ask questions as needed. 

 

Steve Vilgats, Ed. S.    Andy Campbell 

S.A.L. 12th District Commander  S.A.L. 12th District Vice Commander 

District12@floridasons.org   District12vc@floridasons.org 

DATE Activity City American 

2/24/2024 Regular Meeting Cocoa Post 22 

3/23/2024 Picnic Melbourne Post 81 

5/4/2024 S.A.L. DCC Palm Bay Post 117 

5/11/2024 A.L. DCC Melbourne Post 163 

mailto:District12@floridasons.org
mailto:District12vc@floridasons.org
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Coins are still available.  Get a piece of history and help 
your Detachment at the same time. 

Order your coins today! 
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Having an Event?  Let the Detachment of Florida Help! 

 

 

V OLU ME  31,  ISS UE  7  Page 24 

Sons  of  The Amer ican Legion  
D etachment  of F lor ida  

The Florida Sons of The American Legion with over 185 
Squadrons and over 21,000 members this year donated hun-
dreds of thousands of dollars and hours to the many programs 

of The American Legion Family. 

For More Information about the  
Florida Sons of The American Legion,  

visit us on the Internet at: 

www.floridasons.org  
Or e-mail us at floridasons@floridasons.org 

Scan the QR Code below to 
visit our website 

Source Articles 

We are looking for your input and help to keep this 
newsletter going. We are looking for articles from 
the Squadrons, Districts, or Areas. Let us know 
what is happening in your Squadron, District & 
Area and we will inform the rest of the Detach-
ment. It could increase attendance at your func-
tions and or meetings!!!! This is your newsletter. 
Please send all articles to the Editor by the 
23rd of every month.  

The official way to submit articles for publica-
tion in The Source is to simply click here.  

Attention all Sons of the American Legion 

 

If your Squadron, Post Family, District or Area are having an event, we can help get the 
word out.   
 

If you are interested in getting your event published and promoted using: 
• The Detachment of Florida’s Website (floridasons.org) 
• The Detachment of Florida’s Facebook page 

(facebook.com/FloridaSAL) 
• The Detachment of Florida’s Newsletter, The Source 

 

There’s only one thing you have to do:  Let Us Know! 
 

Visit the Detachment of Florida’s online events calendar at 
https://floridasons.org/detachment-events-calendar/, and click the button labeled ‘Click 
Here To Submit Your Event’. 

Department Headquarters 
PO Box 547859 

Orlando, FL 32854 
(407) 295-2631 

 
Detachment Adjutant 

Christian Rapp 
215 Greenwood Ave  

Lehigh Acres, FL 33936-1452  
adjutant@floridasons.org 

https://floridasons.org/
mailto:floridasons@floridasons.org
https://floridasons.org/the-source-source-article-submission-form/
https://floridasons.org/the-source-source-article-submission-form/
http://www.facebook.com/FloridaSAL
https://www.floridasons.org/
https://www.facebook.com/FloridaSAL
https://floridasons.org/detachment-events-calendar/

